
7/8/9 November 2025
Hurdy Gurdy Weekend at 
Greenland Fishery House, 
King’s Lynn, West Norfolk
Workshops | Individual tui�on | a Bal dance | Concert
With Hurdy Gurdy tutors Stevie Wishart and Steve Tyler
The strangest of musical instruments, with a range of sounds that is extraordinarily rich and 
diverse, the hurdy gurdy is the focus of a weekend of eclec�c events led by composer/ 
improviser Stevie Wishart and gurdy maestro Steve Tyler. With these very different musicians, 
you can learn, share or just listen and enjoy being immersed in a wide range of repertoires 
from Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque to contemporary sounds discovering new composing 
techniques with Stevie, and folk music including in-depth sessions on tradi�onal hurdy-gurdy 
techniques and sounds with Steve.

The workshops take place in the beau�ful Greenland Fishery House, a 17th century Grade II* 
listed building in King’s Lynn, West Norfolk. The Bal dance is at Studio Baum next door.

Joined by Woodwose for the Balfolk dance and concert. Workshops are also available with 
their amazing melodeon player Nick Wiseman-Ellis

Beginners Hurdy Gurdy : Friday 7pm
Workshops : Saturday & Sunday
Dance workshop & Bal : Saturday 7pm
Concert : Sunday 3pm
Numbers are very limited so early booking for sessions and accommoda�on is advised. 
More details about the weekend and booking can be found at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/greenland-fishery



A weekend of high quality workshops in 
hurdy gurdy and melodeon plus a dance 
workshop, a bal and a concert
This is a rare opportunity to spend a weekend based in the atmospheric Greenland Fishery 
building in King’s Lynn to get together with other hurdy gurdy enthusiasts to explore the 
hurdy gurdy and different styles of playing through workshops and individual sessions with 
two expert hurdy gurdy tutors Stevie Wishart and Steve Tyler, plus the melodeon with 
Nick Wiseman-Ellis.
For those not wan�ng to play, there is a Bal and a Concert which is open to par�cipants in 
the workshops and also members of the public. All in all, it will be an enjoyable and 
sociable weekend with some of the UK’s foremost tutors and players.
The Tutors
Steve plays with the band Woodwose, in the folk tradi�on whilst Stevie's background is in early and 
classical music and contemporary improvisa�on. She is also a composer and incorporates this versa�le 
medieval instrument into her work. She is now based at Greenland Fishery House, aiming to enable the 
development of musicians and composers through residencies and workshops. Nick Wiseman-Ellis plays 
melodeon with Woodwose and brings an introduc�on to balfolk. 
Stevie Wishart: Taking the medieval/early music tradi�on as a star�ng point, Stevie will work with the 
versa�lity of the hurdy gurdy and its poten�al for improvisa�on, composi�on and new techniques, using 
the Greenland Fishery House and surroundings as inspira�on.
Steve Tyler: We will look at some tunes from different sources (medieval, modern balfolk etc.) in different 
rhythms and modes, prac�cing some trompe�e pa�erns for each, playing the tune and then exploring 
some varia�ons and accompaniments. Some pieces or exercises will involve different parts with perhaps 
a simple harmony line to go with the tune.
Nick Wiseman-Ellis: In the melodeon workshop, we’ll be looking at mainly trad and newly composed 
balfolk music. We’ll explore different ways of accompanying melodies, making the most of the bass end. 
In addi�on we will talk about groove and how to put some swing in the tune, which is especially good for 
dancing. This workshop is for D/G melodeon.
Prices   
Workshop weekend - choose workshops as you go, subject to availability  -  £80         
Bal & dance workshop - Renaissance and European folk  -  £10 for workshop a�endees, otherwise £15
Concert  -  £10 for workshop a�endees, otherwise £18 
NB There will be limited onsite and nearby accommoda�on, on a first-come first-served basis for 
workshop par�cipants. Once you have booked your workshop �ckets, we will send you a form to 
complete with ques�ons about experience and what you want to learn. We will send a list of 
accommoda�on op�ons once you have booked. 
Please book separately for the bal and bal workshop and the concert
For more informa�on
www.steviewishartmusic.com
www.woodwosemusic.com

Book via www.ticketsource.co.uk/greenland-fishery


